Moving Forward with a Purpose

“We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God. who are called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28

Pentecost marks the birth of the Church, when the disciples were
sent to proclaim the good news of Christ to the world. This was
not just a one-time event but a lifelong calling. The disciples lived
out this mission throughout their lives, and we are called to do the
same—sharing the message of Christ through our words, actions,
and daily lives. In Matthew 28:16-20, we are given the Great
Commission in which Jesus says: Now the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
When they saw him, they worshiped him,; but some doubted. And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always
to the end of the age.”

Over the past several months, a dedicated group of people has
prayerfully discerned God’s vision and mission for our
congregation.

As part of this dedicated work, the council has approved the
following vision, mission, and tagline, along with an updated
version of the church logo:

Church Events

Sundays @ 9:30 am Worship
Service

Wednesday
Bible Study @ 5:00

June 13t & 27t
Mini-Market @ 4:00 —9:00

June 13" Book Club
@ 10:00 am

June 16" Finance
Committee @ 10:00 am

June 23
Church Council @ 6:00 pm



Vision
Shaped by God’s grace, we are Christ’'s hands—serving a
hurting world and glorifying God in all we do.

A\ Mission
"“' Rooted in God’s love, we gather around Word and Sacrament, grow in faith,

. | and go out to share Christ’s love with all people.
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Tagline
God'’s Grace. Christ’s Love. Our Hands.

The church logo has been refreshed with vibrant color to create a more welcoming and recognizable
identity—reflecting who we are as a community of faith and helping us connect more clearly with our
congregation and community.

The Church is called to go and make disciples of all nations. Today, that calling looks different from
what it did ten, five, or even two years ago. New opportunities and creative ways to share the Gospel
continue to emerge around us. As followers of Christ, we are invited to step out in faith, embrace new
possibilities, and boldly share the love and hope of Jesus with the world.

Are you ready?
In Christ, Pastor Jennifer Zahnow

Prayer Concerns

’ b Please keep the following people in your
Faith Sharing i prayers...gp e

in Your Daily Life

* Find creative ways to help our neighbors in times of

Marv, Anthony, Tony, Kim, Wanda, Carroll,
need with a bag of groceries, some help around the S\Aarggret’ Agn’ BaGby Jasmmf’ ?Ianl_ca’
house or apartment, a card, flowers, or a listening hitel ddy’ =I5 ) e, Lss I_e’ =
P, Mary C, Olivia, Sonia, Kaye, Brandi, Ethan,

* Deliver a plate of cookies or a loaf of bread for no Pam: Mary, Jena, MarCia: and Roy-
particular reason at all.

* Warmly introduce yourself to newcomers and, as if . .-
they will be looking for a church to attend. Invite Please pray for the ELCA PreSIdmg

hem toAuLE Bishop, Rev. Yehiel Curry, our Synodical
: Bishop, Rev. David Nagler, and our
Synod VP, Jeff Cours

Good Shepherd Leaders

Pastor Jennifer Zahnow
Church Council
Pres. Jessie DeVito.
Sect. Sharon Castellaw.
Treas. Richard Lutz

Outreach: Cathy Choma

2nd  Mark Urbany

Christian Education: Carroll Kolodzik
Worship: Terry Moyer
Property: Sharon Castellaw
Parish Life: Barbara Weber



President’s Message

As | look at past newsletters, | seem to have a
habit of starting off being so surprised at how fast
the years go by. Once again, | must say | cannot
believe 2026 is already half over. As always, | will
take time to be thankful for all this year has given
us already. Both personally and at Good
Shepherd.

At this time, the future of our country is a bit
uncertain. So the celebration of Flag Day since
1977, and the sacrifice it took to gain the privilege
of flying our flag of freedom, will have an even
greater meaning. Some of us will attend
Graduations, sending our young people off on the
next adventure life will hold for them. Our prayers
and blessings go with each one of them.

Last month we celebrated Mother’s Day, and now
we will honor all fathers, grandfathers, both here
and in heaven, as well as soon-to-be fathers.
Most of all, we give thanks to God our Father,
whose sacrifice made our life possible, and ask
him to watch over and bless Fathers everywhere
as we celebrate this special day.

As in June's past, it is time again to have our
Semi-Annual Congregational meeting. | ask that
all of you take the time to attend this very
important meeting. We need your input and
opinions to make the best decisions for Good
Shepherd and its future. The meeting will be held
on June 14th after the church service. Please do
try to attend. Also, consider the possibility of
becoming a member of the church council. If so,
please talk to any council member or Pastor
Jennifer.

Yes, as hard as it is to believe, 2026 is already
half over, but we still have much work to be done.
Our effort to build Good Shepherd's congregation
is always a work in progress. | believe that with
your help and God's grace, we can achieve that
goal, but remember it takes a village working
together.

*"Every hour of every day is an unspeakable
miracle." - Walt Whitman

| ask God to help us all to see this in all we do.
Jessie DeVito

Hope to see you at the meeting on June 14th

Treasurer’s Update
for March 2026
April 2026 Review

As Treasurer, | am also the Chair of the Finance
Committee. Monthly, the committee analyzes
the bookkeeper's reports and makes
recommendations on spending and policy. The
committee also prepared the 2026 Church
Budget for the Council and then the
Congregation.

As part of this year’s report are the actual
income and expenses for the year 2025 and
January through April 2026. As part of the 2026
Budget, funds were transferred from the
Endowment Fund to the church's General Fund.
Each month in 2026, $7,250 has been
transferred to help cover the church's general
expenses.

Please note that the Church of the Reflection
Preservation Fund still owes Good Shepherd
$18,270.50 for architectural designs.

| want to thank committee members Pastor
Jennifer Zahnow, Jennifer Faust, Sue
Haldiman, Jessie DeVito, and Joan Lutz for their
input and support

i?ichard Lutz, Treasurer

Stewardship Corner:

She listened with her heart and served.

It had been many years since | taught Sunday
School, but one morning God called me to serve.
As | arrived, a teacher greeted me and asked if |
would help with the fifth-grade girls' class.
Though surprised, | felt God leading me to say
yes.

| soon learned the class had only eight girls,
including my daughter. God wasn't calling me
into a lifelong teaching role, but into faithful
stewardship for that moment. | listened, and God
used me.

God often calls us beyond our comfort zones.
When God calls, | gladly serve, trusting that God
equips those whom God sends. Therefore, my
servitude is joyful!



Property Update

Marv took down the vanity wall and the
medical dispenser in the women’s bathroom
outside the Pastor’s Office; he painted the
wall, and he and Killian will hang a baby
changing table this month when Killian is free
from school.

Marv cut up the branches from the tree on the
Preschool playground that he and Killian cut
in April, and Sharon continues to prune the
roses and pull weeds. Killian and Marv
planted the Easter Lilies around the campus,
and last year’s lilies are now in bloom.

Marv fixed the WELCA storage door in Foster
Hall that had fallen off its hinges, and thank
you, Joanne, for cleaning the campus
Sunday morning, and Irene for providing
coffee and cookies on Sunday morning.

Sharon Castellaw
Property Chair

Food Donations for
Centralia School District
Neighborhood Resource

Center
Food is being collected for the
Neighborhood Resource Center to provide
meals for students and families in need
during school holidays, when school meals
are unavailable. Donated food will help
these families get through the holidays. The
following items are needed:

Spaghetti; Spaghetti sauce;
Oatmeal Instant Quaker boxes;
Cereal boxes, Granola bars; Mac &
Cheese Instant boxes; Pancake
Mix; Rice; and Beans.

If you cannot shop for these items but
would like to donate money instead, please
indicate the amount on your envelope
offering with a statement FOR FOOD
Donations, and we will be glad to shop for
you. If you have questions, please see
Barbara, Carol, or Cathy.

Women'’s Ministry

It's that time of year when we are planting our
gardens, planning picnics, and hopefully vacations to
a fun place — even if it's just to our local beaches and
putting our feet in the sand. Whatever you do, we
hope with God’s grace you are safe, with family or
friends, and enjoying the warmth of summer.

By the time you read this, we will have all attended Mt
Calvary’s Tea, and it should be a wonderful time to
share fellowship with our friends throughout our
church community. We are looking forward to
sharing the gift of toys with the Centralia School
District’s Neighborhood Resource Center, so children
have an opportunity to have fun flying a kite, playing
ball, reading a good book, or whatever they pick as a
summer toy.

Now we know our calendar dates have been off the
last couple of months, so mark this in your June
calendar. We will meet on the 4" Saturday this month
instead of the 3.

Saturday, June 27 at 9:30

Please join us because we have a lot of catching up
to do on Health Kits and Treat Bags, along with
fellowship and delicious treats
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Supplies

Women of Good Shepherd are purchasing
backpacks for the Centralia
School District Neighborhood Resource Center.
Funding for these backpacks comes from the
Matthew 25 Grant we received this year, which
will allow us to provide 100 backpacks to students
with the greatest need in the district. We would also
like to fill them with basic school supplies to help
children get ready for the start of the school year
in early August, and we need your help. If you would
like to contribute, please include your donation
in the offering and write School Supplies
on the envelope. We will use those funds to
purchase the supplies.



IR, Good Shepherd Book Club is
YtV Going on a field trip on June 13

‘_-_,‘ On June 13, Good Shepherd’s Book Club will visit the Lutheran Danish Church i
n Placentia for breakfast and the chance to see one of our favorite authors, Lisa See.

Lisa See is the New York Times bestselling author of Lady Tan’s Circle of
Women, The Island of Sea Women, The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane, Snow
Flower and the Secret Fan, Peony in Love, Shanghai Girls, China Dolls, and
Dreams of Joy, which debuted at #1. She is also the author of On Gold DON |
Mountain, which tells the story of her Chinese American family’s settlement in Los Angeles. See was
the recipient of the Golden Spike Award from the Chinese Historical Association of Southern
California and the Historymaker’s Award from the Chinese American Museum. She was also named
National Woman of the Year by the Organization of Chinese American Women.

Ms. See will be sharing her latest book Daughters of the Sun and Moon which the author draws on
the vibrancy and turmoil of post-Civil War Los Angeles to tell the story of three Chinese women who
managed to survive and, eventually, thrive, despite all odds.

SR o June Book: Boselection is Theo of Golden

Theo o Golden by Allen Levi.

One spring morning, a stranger named Theo arrives in the small Southern city
of Golden. He doesn't explain much about where he came from or why he's
there—but when he visits the local coffeehouse, where pencil portraits of the
people of Golden hang on the walls, he begins purchasing them, one at a time,
and giving each portrait to the person depicted. In exchange, he asks only for

the person's story. And so portrait by portrait, person by person, secrets are
revealed, regrets are shared, and ordinary lives are profoundly altered.

Allen Levi

A story of giving and receiving, of seeing and being seen, Theo of Golden is an unforgettable novel
about the power of generosity, the importance of connection, and the quiet miracles that happen
when we choose kindness and wonder.

Book Club will meet at Phyllis’ home on June 18t at 4:00.

ke HONORING MEN

Mark your calendar for Sfmy/% Loalirilip: Love

e than what the world may see,

Saturday, September 26, at
9:30 am for the
Women’s Retreat
right here at Good
Shepherds.

THANK YOU., WE SEE YOU. WE VALUE YOU. WE CELEBRATE YOU.
'Y/’mu /1"4/'{4(’2/ (//mu impac]. /////m/ //;/w maflers C)

More information is coming.



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
7082 Crescent Avenue

FOOD TRUCK « BOUNCE HOUSE
GAMES « FIREWORKS
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* JULY 4TH +
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God’s Grace.
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